
 
Karl Thoennes III began his career in the courts in Alaska in 1988, ultimately working as a 
division supervisor at the state’s largest trial court in Anchorage.  He was appointed as Court 
Administrator in Todd County, Minnesota in 1998, and then Stearns County, St. Cloud, two 
years later.  In 2004 he was appointed as Administrator for the Second Judicial Circuit in South 
Dakota, the state’s largest circuit by population.  For the past five years, together with Peter 
Kiefer, Karl has been the regular columnist on ethics in The Court Manager, a national 
publication for court leaders.  Karl has served as speaker or panelist on a number of state, 
regional, and national programs including conferences for the National Association for Court 
Management, the Mid-Atlantic Association for Court Management, and various other colleges, 
universities, and professional associations in Minnesota and South Dakota.  Karl has guest 
lectured at St. Cloud State University on court structure and management, spoken on 
international public ethics in Minneapolis, and completed two graduate seminars in public policy 
in Sapporo, Japan, first as a student and then guest speaker.   He holds a Masters degree in public 
administration from the University of Alaska.  Contact: Second Judicial Circuit, 425 N. Dakota 
Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD  57104.  Phone: 605-367-5920.  Fax: 605-367-5979.  E-mail: 
karl.thoennes@ujs.state.sd.us.   
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